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connections, if it had not been for my father's unfortunate law-suit, 
which cost him in money and time double what he recovered. 

Here is some slight chance to get some proof. Did you ever think 
of examining the records of the Virginia legislature? I have only 
lately remembered that I heard both my grandmother and father say 
that Robert Robinson was proscribed and banished by Act of the Vir- 
ginia legislature; that his attainder was subsequently reversed, or 
promised to be, if he would return to the State, but that he refused to 
return. 

You may have looked up the records of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses? If not, it may be worth while to have it done. It is pos- 
sible your grandfather might have been outlawed, and of course his 
address or some designation would be given to afford some trace. He 
was much younger than Robert R., and as a minor in 1781, he could 
not hold property, the confiscation of which was the chief object of 
these attainders. However, I dont think my grandfather had any 
property to confiscate. 

Yours faithfully, 

T. M. Robinson. 



ROBINSON AND POTTER FAMILY CONNECTIONS. 

The Virginia immigrants came over in families more or 
less related. Thus, besides Colonel Christopher Robinson, we 
find in the records of Middlesex County, Virginia, the names 
of Richard Robinson, Cuthbert Potter and John Vaus, who 
were clearly his kinspeople ; all three held a leading position in 
the County, being large landholders, and members of the Court 
cf Magistrates. Richard Robinson gave land to the church and 
in 1693 his house was used for a Court House at a rent of 
4000 pds. of tobacco per annum. By consulting the pedigree 
in Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. XV., p. 445, it will be 
seen that John Robinson of Cleasby, Yorkshire, father of 
John Robinson, bishop of London, and of Col. Christopher 
Robinson of Virginia, Secretary of State for that Colony, had 
a brother named Richard Robinson, a Turkey merchant, who 
died unmarried. He had also a brother William who had two 
sons. One died in London and the other went to Virginia 
the Richard Robinson of Virginia was the son of William 
Robinson. 
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It is also seen from the Robinson chart that the mother of 
Col. Christopher Robinson was Elizabeth, daughter of Chris- 
topher Potter of Cleasby, Yorkshire. 

In 1656 Richard Robinson is mentioned as a "headright" 

of Cuthbert Potter; he married Anne , widow of 

Abraham Moone, and then of John Curtis. By his marriage 
with Anne, he had (1) Anne born November 26, 1670, mar- 
ried George Haselwood son of Captain John Haselwood of 
London, Mariner; and she married secondly about 1693 Wil- 
liam Tomlin. Her daughter Anne Haselwood married Wil- 
liam Stanard, May 3, 1708, and died December 5, 1712. (2) 
Richard born March 12, 1674-5 (Middlesex County Records 
and Parish Register). 

Richard Robinson, Sr., died December 19, 1693 > hi s w ^ e 
Anne Robinson, died October 5, 1688. 

Col. Cuthbert Potter was also a prominent citizen of Mid- 
dlesex County. In 1690 he was sent by Governor Nicholson 
on a mission to New England, where he was badly treated. 
An abstract of his report is in the "British Calendar of State 
Papers 1689- 1692." He died in 1691. 

John Vause, another kinsman, had also prominent dealings 
in Middlesex County. He married twice at least. One of them 
appears to have been a daughter of Bertram Obert; James 
Curtis married Elizabeth another daughter of Betram Obert. 

A later representative of the Potter family was Dr. Henry 
Potter of Middlesex County, a prominent physician, a man of 
high culture and refinement. His tombstone may still be 
seen at Christ Church, Middlesex County. He married Han- 
nah, daughter of Hon. John Grymes, Esq., of Middlesex, who 
died November 2, 1748. He had two daughters mentioned in 
the will of their grandfather John Grymes, Hannah and Su- 
sannah. Miss Susannah, or "Sukey" Potter was a belle in her 
day, and was one of Jefferson's fair acquaintances when a col- 
legian at William and Mary, and she figures in his early let- 
ters. (See Ford, Writing of Jefferson, Vol. I., 352, 356.) 



